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BALANCED LITERACY INSTRUCTION

 Balanced literacy program

 phonics

 phonemics

 reading foundational skills

 comprehension

 fluency

 writing



HANDWRITING

 Tripod grip 

 Posture 

 Zaner Bloser (ball and stick or block)

 Morning work, Jolly Phonics



WRITERS WORKSHOP

 Lucy Caulkins

 Very child friendly way of teaching children to 
express their ideas first through drawing and labeling 
and then transitioning into words and sentences.

 Three units

 Narrative – small moment stories

 Information – How to books

 Opinion or persuasive 

 Reading Responses



PHONEMIC AWARENESS

 Blue book (Michael Haggerty)

 All auditory

 Three tasks

 Rhyming

 Blending

 Segmenting



JOLLY PHONICS

 Constant sounds

 Short vowel sounds

 Long vowel combinations

 Digraph sounds (/ch/, /sh/, and /th/)

 Jolly Phonics pencils

 Practice book



READING

 Shared Reading

 Guided Reading

 Read to Self

 Three ways to read a book:

 Read the words

 Read the pictures

 Retell the story

 Reading Centers 



READING COMPREHENSION

 Text to Text connection

 Text to Self connection

 Activating Schema

 Identifying characters and main characters

 Identifying the problem or conflict

 Identifying the solution or resolution

 Making and modifying predictions

 Retelling



DOLCH OR SIGHT WORDS

 Dolch Words

 Pre primer list 

 Read and spell 

 List on website



MATH

 Eureka math

 Counting and Cardinality

 Operations and Algebraic thinking

 Measurement and Data

 Numbers and Operations in base 10

 Geometry

 Parent letters



SECOND STEP

 Social and emotional learning curriculum

 Unit 1 Skills for learning (Give me 4)

 Unit 2 Empathy

 Unit 3 Emotion Management

 Unit 4 Problem solving





WHAT IS MYSTERY SCIENCE?

 Brand new curriculum that inspires kids to 

LOVE Science.

 Each lesson begins with an engaging mystery 

that aims to get kids curious about the world 

around them.

 Hands-on activities.

 Aligned to the Next Generation Science 

Standards.



HOW DOES THE NGSS CLASSROOM LOOK

DIFFERENT?

Traditional Science 

Classroom

NGSS Classroom

Memorization of facts & vocabulary terms. Deeper understanding of science.

“Reading About” how scientists do their work. Emphasis on student scientific exploration & 

experimentation.

“Learning About” a particular topic in 

isolation.

“Figuring Out” phenomena.

Scientific Method – as linear set of steps Students will engage in the practices that 

scientists/engineers use – not just the inquiry 

part, but also scientific discourse 

(conversations).





Visit my website for 
support and information

http://www.geneva304.org/
WendyMiller.aspx

http://www.geneva304.org/WendyMiller.aspx


Thank you for coming


